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Mike McCarville    While RoJohn Home Improvement does build some new houses, the bulk of company business is remodeling, said Mike McCarville, manager of the company. “Virtually anything someone can do to improve their home, we do.” 
For that reason, the sluggish economy hasn’t affected workload, he added. “Every season brings different types of work,” McCarville said. “We’ve got all kinds of different crews — a number of carpenters who are very skilled remodeling carpenters.” It may be the economy, he said, but “a lot of folks today are remodeling homes who may instead have purchased one a year or two ago. People, as a general rule, want to remodel things to accomplish their goal — like new windows or a new kitchen — to get their money back. They want to do a remodeling project that saves money long-term, that’s basically energy efficient.” 
Now is a good time to remodel, McCarville said, because there’s a 30 percent tax credit on anything spent, up to $5,000. “If you put new windows in your house, the federal government will pay up to $1,500 of that expense. You’re going to save money on more air-tight windows, and you’re getting the government to pay for them.” 
McCarville’s advice for homeowners who remodel or buy a home is simple: “Make sure every single room has a purpose.” A three-bedroom home, for example, offers a couple an extra room each — for an office, a study or a work room. “We’re trying to incorporate that idea into all our projects,” he said. “You don’t build a 30-foot-high entry way just for looks if it’s not an integral part of a new house. Design your home so you use every room.” Remodelers can do that, too, by turning a seldom-used formal dining room into a playroom for the kids, a library or family room. 
But what might be most important, McCarville said, is to make a home energy efficient by adding insulation or putting in new windows and doors to stop air leakage. This snowy winter shows immediately what homes are insulated well, he said. Without proper insulation, heat rises, warms the roof and melts snow. “A well-insulated house should have snow on the roof,” he said. “If it’s not well insulated, you’re paying to melt that snow. The ultimate solution is to insulate the house properly so you don’t have heat loss.” 
In the long run, any kind of remodeling project must start with an idea, which is turned into a plan with the help of home improvement contractors and businesses. Even those do-it-yourself projects need a bit of assistance in finding just the right pieces to the puzzle. Remodeling — even building new — can break a budget if care isn’t taken.
